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" clear out everywhere/* The ideal policy, from
his point of view, would have been to clear out of
Afghanistan, to clear out of the Transvaal, and to
clear out of Egypt. But such a scheme was ob-
viously impossible, quite apart from the fury it
would arouse at Court. Hence temporising
inevitably began. Gladstone successfully cleared
out of Afghanistan straight off. Over the Trans-
vaal he wavered, hoping that the information
from South Africa, that the Boers were yielding,
would turn out to be true. Majuba was the
result of this temporising, but Gladstone, to his
eternal honour, and to the rage of Court and
Society, refused to avenge this defeat; so we got
out of the Transvaal, though with heavy damage.
In Egypt he was even less successful. A military
rising against the existing Government led to
British intervention at Alexandria, desertion by
France (the other partner in the dual control), the
resignation of Bright, and further responsibilities
in Egypt The despatch of Gordon, with instruc-
tions to " evacuate the Sudan," led to the ghastly
muddle which ended at Khartoum, and it looked
as if we would have to add the Sudan to our
Egyptian responsibilities. Here, again, he stood
firm and refused to " avenge Gordon," an
achievement which drove the Queen to a white
heat of indignation, and, indeed, infuriated most
of the middle Classes, So Gladstone failed heavily
in his attempt to undo the Expansionist policy of
the Disraeli Cabinet, and, at the same time, made